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FOMDAC News 
Friends of Manningham  

Dogs and Cats 

COMMITTEE NEWS: 
 

DOG ACTIVITY CENTRE UPDATE 
The consultation and planning process for the Dog Activity 
Centre has commenced and FOMDAC remains committed 
to bringing this to fruition. There are some hurdles to 
overcome and we are meeting regularly with all stake 
holders. 

BANKSIA PARK UPDATE 
We continue to meet with Parks Victoria over plans for an 
off lead area within Banksia Park. The public consultation 
period has been extended and will be advertised in the 
Manningham Leader. 

PLEASE NOTE that dogs are now permitted ON 

LEAD ONLY on the path from Fitzsimons 

Reserve leading across the footbridge to the 

Eltham Lower Park.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
FOMDAC is strengthened by a growing membership that is 
active and committed to our goals and purpose.  Do you 
know other dog or cat owners who would be interested in 
joining? Please pass on this newsletter to them.  
 

Please note that all future information (including 

notification of the AGM) will be emailed to 

members where possible.  
 
The free membership has now ended.  
Membership fees are now due ($10 for singles and $15 for 
families) and cheques can be posted to the address above. 
Fees can also be electronically transferred. Bank details are 
as follows: ACCOUNT NAME: Friends of Manningham Dogs 
and Cats Inc. BSB 633-000 ACCOUNT NUMBER 131675647, 
Bendigo Bank Jackson Court, Doncaster East. PLEASE USE 
YOUR FULL NAME AS THE REFERENCE.  

 
 
 
 
 

PLANS FOR 2010: 
 

5hD{Ω 5!¸{ h¦¢ 
[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘǿƻ 5ƻƎǎΩ 5ŀȅǎ hǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ 
great success. This year we are planning to run them on a 
monthly basis on Saturday mornings (9am-10.30am, 3rd 
Saturday of the month) at Kiwanis/Fitzsimons Reserve. This 
is an opportunity for social interaction for dogs and their 
owners, enjoy a walk together and participate in informal 
socialisation or training.   
 

3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
9AM-10.30AM 

STARTING ON MARCH 20TH 
 

WALKING GROUP 
A Monday afternoon (2pm-3pm, 2nd Monday of the 
month) walking group will be explored to explore different 
parks in Manningham-both on and off lead. 

1st MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
2PM-3PM STARTING ON MONDAY MAY 3rd  

at Jenkins Reserve Mel 34 C7.  
Meet near Thomas Hardy Dr. entrance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
¢ƘŜ άCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ wǳŦŦŜȅ [ŀƪŜ tŀǊƪά 
are arranging a clean up of the park 
as part of this campaign. CAN YOU 
HELP?  
Sunday March 7th from 9.30am to 
12noon. Meet at the Victoria St car 
park. Wear sturdy shoes and bring 
gloves. Please let us know it you 
can assist.  

 
PLEASE REMEMBER 
The way that you and your dog behave when out and 
about reflects on all dogs and their owners. Make sure that 
your dog is under control and that you do pick up after 
your dog. Please encourage others to do so as well. A 
ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ άǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŀƎέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  
Consider going the extra mile and if you see dog faeces on 
the ground pick it up. 



RADIO NATIONAL (L IFE  MATTERS) 

PROGRAM (F IRST BROADCAST 21ST 

AUGUST & REPEATED 22ND JANUARY) : 

 

Dog owners are frustrated by the increasing number of 

rules and restrictions on their four-legged friends. 

Local councils take a dim view of dogs running free on 

streets, beaches and parks; have tough anti-barking laws 

and don't allow dogs on public transport.  
 

So are dogs and dog owners getting a rough 

deal or does city living mean we need to keep 

them on a tight leash?  

Or does it all come down to better training, 

with greater rights comes more responsibility 

from dog owners.  

And does dog ownership benefit  

the whole society?  

Listen to rest of this story at http://www.abc.net.au/rn/

lifematters/stories/2010/2742255.htm 

 Reference was made in this program to the following 

article: 

ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ²Ŝƭƭ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ōȅ Lisa Wood, Centre for the Built 

Environment and Health, School of Population Health, The 

University of Western Australia 

http://www.petnet.com.au/introduction-by-dr-lisa-wood 

An extract is seen below-the full article is well worth 

reading. 

 

²Ƙŀǘ Lǎ ¢Ƙƛǎ ¢ƘƛƴƎ /ŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭέΚ 

...The theme of most definitions is that social capital is 

about networks of people getting some common benefit 

from interacting with each other. Importantly, social capital 

does not have to be either defined or confined by 

geography.  

What Benefits Does Social Capital Bring? 

One of the most prolific 

areas of social capital 

research and interest is in 

the health field... Other 

research indicates that 

higher levels of social 

capital are associated 

with a lessening in violent 

crime, positive child 

development and good 

community governance...  

 

 

What Have Pets Got To Do With It? 

...With concerns growing both within Australia and around 

the globe regarding the erosion of community and social 

capital, and 

accumulating 

evidence of the 

impact of social and 

psychosocial factors 

on health and 

wellbeing, pets are 

emerging as valuable and positive features in community 

and neighbourhood life. 

 

Scientific Research on Pets and Pet Ownership 

In our own research, pets were found to act as a lubricant 

for social contact and interaction and pet owners had 

elevated perceptions of suburb friendliness. Even among 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǘǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǇŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ 

a conversation ice-breaker and to contribute positively to 

people getting out and about in their community...  

While not everyone has the desire or capacity to have a pet 

of their own, 

communities that 

embrace pets for 

their positive and 

tangible 

contribution to 

human health and 

well-being, have 

much to gain. 

Itõs a Dogs Life! 
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